'   Baaed on DEA information, the Colombian government seized seven cocaine
laboratory complexes and 10 tons of aocaine.    Ambassador Lewis Tambs
described the operation as the "largest drug raid ever in the world."

In 1984, there were notable successes, supported by DEA, In diplomatic
initiatives to control drugs.

0   Colombia implemented, eradication programs for both marijuana and
cocaine, and began extraditing Colombian drug traffickers wanted for
prosecution in the United States.

"    As a result of a conference co-sponsored by DEA, eleven Latin American
countries, Canada and the United States determined that a cooperative
regional communications and intelligence center for Latin America would
be established.

OPERATION CHEM COM

One of the most promising international drug control programs is Operation
Chera Con.   It is an effort to monitor and control the distribution of
chemicals needed to manufacture illicit drugs from the raw plant material,
In order for this program to be successful, DEA must foster the cooperation
of legitimate chemical manufacturers and law enforcement personnel from
many nations.   The Governments of Panama, Colombia, Brazil and others have
played major roles.   For example, a 55 gallon drum of ether, which retails
for about $180 in the U. S. now costs a Colombian cocaine manufacturer1
upwards of $10,000.   By making ether prohibitively expensive and unobtain-
able, we can restrict cocaine production, and hopefully its availability.

Qiven these successes, DEA is now applying these techniques to control
production of other illicit drugs.   For example, we are now monitoring
acetic anhydride for heroin and the precursor chemicals needed to manufacture
methanphetamine and POP.

VIOLENCE AND TERRORISM

All nations are profoundly concerned by the increasing willingness of
narcotics traffickers to use terrorist-type violence.   The senselesss held by drug traffickers and
